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'Career Pathways' SB32 Passes Out of Committee after
KAM Testimony

KAM’s VP of Government Relations, Hank List, testified Thursday before a
packed State Senate education committee hearing on behalf of Senate Bill
32, the “Career Pathways Act of 2008.” At the end of testimony, the
committee unanimously voted to send the bill to the House for
consideration.

Senate Bill 32 is a piece of new, landmark legislation that would help
creatively produce more qualified workers for high-paying advanced
manufacturing jobs. The bill is sponsored by Sen. Jack Westwood, a retired
English Teacher, of Crescent Spring. SB32 creates “career pathways” in
technical education, including advanced manufacturing, to directly align
students with employers who need qualified workers. It also forms a
partnership between secondary and post-secondary educational institutions
and businesses; improves “chronically low-performing high schools”; and
establishes minimum college and career-readiness standards in reading and
math.

KAM members have identified workforce development as one of
their biggest challenges of the future. KAM has taken a very aggressive
approach in the 2008 General Assembly session to address the issue.

ProsperousKentucky 2008: Manufacturers Need to Show Force at
Frankfort Summit

Manufacturers need to fill the Frankfort Convention Center on
Monday, Feb. 11 so that state government cabinet leaders, our governor
and legislators will personally witness the “power” of our industry. While we
have had a fair response, manufacturers who have not yet signed up for a
table for eight need to reserve one immediately! This is one day out of the
year when you can make a statement to our government that will last a
long, long time. KAM has gone to great lengths to get Governor Steve
Beshear, Economic Development Secretary John Hindman, cabinet leaders
and legislators to attend to hear what we have to say. If you have not yet
signed up and committed to bring a table of yourself and seven coworkers,
please do not delay. If you cannot completely fill your table, invite your
local chamber, school board officials or other local government or civic
leaders to sit at your table. Go to www.kamanufacturers.com and click on
the Summit button on the main page for information and registration.

Editor's Note: Legislative Update is an E-Newsletter for members and
stakeholders in the Kentucky Association of Manufacturers (KAM). It is
published periodically to communicate important information about how KAM
is looking out for your interests in the Kentucky General Assembly, U.S.
Congress, local governments, or through other groups and/or associations.
Through KAM, you have the largest and most experienced team of lobbyists
in Kentucky, led by Hank List, vice president of government affairs. If you
do not want to receive KAM Legislative Update, please let us know by
return e-mail.
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